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From the Executive Director 
Dear REC Families, 

As we get settled into this new and 
unusual school year, I want to thank you 
for trusting REC with caring for your 
kids and their futures! 

REC staff have worked hard to adapt our 
programming to fit the guidelines 
established by School District 51 and Mesa County Public 
Health.  Everything from providing a healthy snack, to in-
person tutoring, to providing engaging enrichment 
activities has required an adjustment in how we do things.   

We recognize the value of working in-person with your 
children to develop strong, supportive relationships, 
though.  All that effort to stay in good health while helping 
kids grow academically, socially and emotionally is 
definitely worthwhile! 

REC is also prepared to transition to on-line, remote 
programming if necessary.  Please be sure to stay in close 
communication with your child’s Site Manager for any 
updates. 

Community has always been the foundation of REC’s 
success.  Now, more than ever, working together as a 
community is where we’ll find our strength.  Thank you for 
being a part of the REC family and supporting us in our 
efforts! 

Most Sincerely,  

Joy Hudak  

REC Programming News 

     Caring for Your Child’s Well-Being 

We are excited to bring T-REX to REC! T-REX stands 

for “Training Resilience and Encouraging eXcellence in 
LifeSkills”.  

T-REX is an anti-substance abuse program for school-age 
kids. It is evidence-based and is becoming a popular 
alternative to D.A.R.E. programs, across the country. REC 

also uses Botvin LifeSkills. Botvin LifeSkills discusses a 
variety of topics with students, ranging from self-esteem 
to decision making and dealing with stress, to goal 
settting, managing stress and building relationships. This 
particular program is broken into four parts with each 

being specific to different grade levels.  

This curriculum was first introduced to REC through a 
grant partnership with Mesa County Public Health back in 
February.  Public Health was very excited that we had a 
large group of kids to share this program with. 

We have since been working to integrate this curriculum 
into our programs. Due to COVID-19, we had some bumps 
in the road, but were finally able to pilot the curriculum 
this summer with 4th and 5th graders from Dos Rios 
Elementary, as well as with 11th and 12th graders from 

our High School Program. 

This Fall, we will continue to integrate the programming at 
the four elementary schools. We hope to incorporate the 
programming at the middle and high school programs in 
the spring semester. 

  When REC in-person programming began on August 31, 
REC opened a new after-school site at Central High 
School. Previously, students from Central and Palisade 
High Schools went to Grand Junction High School to 
participate in REC.  

“The expansion of the REC program to Central High 
School has been vital in helping us reach a brand new 
group of students,” shares High School Coordinator Greg 
Bolotin. “Just in the short time we have had REC at 
Central, I have witnessed several students get their 
grades up and start passing classes.” 

Currently, REC’s CHS team, including Site Manager Brant 
McConnell, is recruiting students and spreading the word 
about REC. If you know of students at Central High 
School who could benefit from REC’s after-school 
program, please let Greg know at greg@rec4kids.com or 
call 970-462-7215.  

More News 



Preparing REC Students for Their Future 

REC programming focuses on academic success and High 
School graduation, but what happens after graduation?  

New REC staff member, Terri Chappell, is helping with 
College and Career Readiness (CCR) at both of REC’s High 
School sites.  

“Taking the leap toward college and a career can be an 
intimidating experience both for students and their 

parents,” explains Chappell. “Our goal is to equip each 
student with the tools they need to successfully apply to 
college or pursue a career. REC is about supporting students 
and helping them discover and hone their individual 
strengths and talents,” she adds.  

CCR programming is available to all high school students in 
grades 9 - 12. Parents and students interested in learning 
more about REC’s CCR activities and assistance can contact 
either high school site manager or Terri Chappell at 
terri@rec4kids.com or 970-260-5242. 

Parent and Student Support Resources 

REC Fruitvale Elementary student 
Ahryen Gutierrez is a third grader 
who has been at Fruitvale REC for 
three academic years. He loves math, 
basketball, the Magic Treehouse 

Series, and has two brothers also in 
REC. Ahryen has shown tremendous growth these past 
few years. He’s the type of student who wants to 
better himself and is an incredible role model to anyone 
who knows him. Kind, supportive, funny, and ever-

persevering, Ahryen always pushes himself and his 
peers to keep trying even when something is hard. 
Ahryen is an all-around MVP when it comes to following 
the rules, working hard, and especially making others 
smile. 

Adriana Ruiz-Evires, a Bookcliff 
Middle School student, has been a 
student at REC since 2018.  BMS staff 
have been impressed to see Adriana 
step out of her comfort zone lately to 

participate in competitive activities 
with the group.  She has also shown resilience in how 
she handles conflict.  Adriana’s flexible attitude has 
made her a pleasure to work with! 

One of our newest REC High School 

participants, Chad Gaumer, joined REC 
as a part of our Food Bank of the 
Rockies Service-Learning program in 
early May. He shares that REC is a safe 
space for him to make new friends and 

bring his grades up. Math and Literacy 
are very challenging for Chad, so he has 

been working with retired, D51 teacher Vicki Childs and 
longtime REC staff member Mary Beth Scheevel to 
sharpen his skills. Slowly but surely, Chad’s grades have 

improved as has his self-confidence. His Partner’s 
mentor, Greg Bolotin,  has noticed how self-
assured  Chad has become since he joined REC and in 
his own words is “so grateful that Chad has REC in his 
life.”  

REC Stars 
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Executive Director:  Program Director: 
Joy: 589-5039    Leslie: 639-1759 
    (Habla Español) 

 
Program Coordinators 

Elementary Program- Robbi Grimm:  462-7460 
Secondary Program - Jack Curry:   352-3178 
Secondary Program - Greg Bolotin  462-7215 

 
Community Outreach Coordinator 

Cindy Haerle:   210-4048 
  

www.REC4KIDS.com 
(970) 462-2901 

   
 
 
Dual Immersion Academy 
Dixie Wilkinson   239-1892 
 
Dos Rios Elementary 
Amy Ashcraft   812-3588 
 
Fruitvale Elementary 
Alex Fuentes   462-9741 
 
Rocky Mtn Elementary 
Jan Meister   623-4376 
 
Bookcliff MS 
Deanna Swetnam    
719-204-5072 
 
 

 
 
 

Grand Mesa MS 
Jack Curry   352-3178 
 
Mount Garfield MS 
Vivian LyBarger   589-5014 
 
Orchard Mesa MS 
Andrea Stanton 
307-840-9791 
 
Grand Junction High School  
Edgar Corona   697-0291 
 
Central High School 
Brant McConnell 
504-450-2947 
 

REC SITES AND SITE MANAGERS 

 

 

Please follow us on Facebook and Instagram 


