
Winter 2020  

From the Executive Director 
Dear REC Families, 

For those of you who haven’t met me, my 
name is Joy Hudak and I am REC’s 
Executive Director.  I have been with 
REC in a variety of roles since shortly 
after the doors opened in 2006. 

First, I want to thank you for taking the 
time to read this newsletter.  REC cares deeply about your 
children and we can only be successful if we work as a 
team. 

Throughout the year we provide a range of opportunities 
for parents to engage in trainings and family events.  Each 
training and event includes a meal and childcare to help 
ease the stress of dealing with another thing in the 
evenings. 

Trainings offer different ways you can support your 
children in their learning experience.  Please consider  
attending events.  Talk to the staff, ask questions if you 
have them, and take advantage of resources we can access.  
We are truly here to support your child in school, broaden 
their experiences, and help them with skills to be 
successful in life. 

Please ask if there is anything you need help with.  Thanks 
for entrusting REC with your children and for being a part 
of the REC Family!! 

Most Sincerely,  

Joy Hudak  

Elementary News 

We are all excited to have our winter tutoring start up at 

Dual Immersion Academy!  We are starting a couple of 

different enrichment classes and they are going very 

well.  One is Chess, which Kaleb,  a tutor, and Susan, a 

tutor volunteer are enjoying as much as the 

students.  The other was a cooking class where the 

students made No Bake Cookies.  The cookies were eaten 

up in a matter of minutes!   

The REC program at Dos Rios elementary has 

expanded.  We have hired four new people. Two of the 

new people are Dos Rios teachers, Mrs. Diaz and Mrs. 

Howard.  They will be individualizing each student's tutor 

time.  This is going to allow us to make sure each and 

every student is growing and striving for success.  We will 

be doing a unit about science, energy and motion.  This will 

go along with our Atomic Legacy Cabin field trips.  The 

great thing is this will coincide with the D51 curriculum!  

Fruitvale Elementary REC started programming this past 

Tuesday January 21st. We are looking forward to our 

Parent Night which is February 27th, as well as starting 

swimming lessons after Spring Break- more details on 

that to come! We started a new Friday enrichment we’re 

calling “Just Dance”, along with Legos and Coloring,  as 

well as welcoming back Ms. Nancy who teaches yoga and 

Mr. Thomas who leads Music. We look forward to this 

spring semester as we continue to grow our relationship 

with the school and staff. 

There’s a lot going on at Rocky Mountain Elementary REC 

program! Something new in our tutoring time is “Problem 

of the Day”. We work in grade level groups discussing and 

reviewing strategies for solving a different math problem 

each day.  We also have many new enrichments available 

for our students this semester- yoga, dance, science 

experiments, sports, cultures, friendship bracelets and 

music. 

  Your City Market Value Card can benefit REC, too! 

If you shop at any City Market, you can sign up for the 

City Market Community Rewards program and City Market 

will donate 1% of your grocery purchase amount to 

REC.  There is no extra charge and it does not affect 

your gas rewards! 

Use the link below to register your card.  You’ll need your 

card number and will need to designate Riverside 

Educational Center as your chosen organization. 

Every little bit helps REC continue to provide programming 

for our students.  Thank you for helping!! 

www.citymarket.com/topic/city-market-rewards 

Parent Resources 



REC's FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics team (Team AIR) 

has had a good start to the season!  REC middle and high 

school students began designing their robot in October. 

This season's challenge revolves around picking up building 

blocks, passing under a low bridge, and stacking the blocks 

to form a high rise structure. At our first competition, 

Team AIR received the Rockwell Collins Innovate Award for 

the student's robot arm design and execution. The team 

advanced to the semifinals. We are looking forward to our 

next competition in Glenwood Springs on Saturday. 

Team Air Robotics 

REC at Bookcliff MS is in full swing. Students are 

excited to finish swimming lessons at Orchard Mesa 

Pool and continue enrichment courses like 3D printing, 

hip hop, crochet and learning sign language.  Students 

also had an opportunity to give their input and influence 

decision making about ideas for field trips this spring. 

Camping out was the overwhelming favorite! 

Orchard Mesa MS is excited to start our semester 

off in our new school! We are adjusting to different 

areas as we search for a good fit. Our students have 

had some fun with our enrichment options.  Art is 

learning how to view the world. Cooking has made mug 

cakes in the microwave, measured for trail mix, fruit 

skewers, and some cinnamon roll ups. We are looking 

forward to starting the Social and Emotional Learning 

curriculums on Fridays. Our Physical Fridays until then 

will be awesome!  

REC’s Grand Mesa MS kids are demonstrating 

appreciation!  Allowing our REC students to understand 

the value of our school principal, vice principals, 

secretaries, teachers, and custodians is essential for 

them to know. To that end, our student's decorated 

small gift bags with tissue paper and candies to be 

passed out.  The excitement and smiles on the 

students’ faces were priceless! 

Mount Garfield MS is busy as always!  When the 

students aren’t working on homework, the staff is 

always ready with other things for them to do.  We also 

appreciate all the support we get from the school 

staff!  Teamwork is what helps us build community and 

support our kids. 

Middle School News 
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Dual Immersion Academy 
Dixie Wilkinson   239-1892 
 
Dos Rios Elementary 
Amy Ashcraft   812-3588 
 
Fruitvale Elementary 
Alex Fuentes   462-9741 
 
Rocky Mtn Elementary 
Jan Meister   623-4376 
 
Bookcliff MS 
Deanna Swetnam    
719-204-5072 

 
 
 

 
Grand Mesa MS 
Debbie Berrones  670-0577 
 
Mount Garfield MS 
Vivian LyBarger   589-5014 
 
Orchard Mesa MS 
Andrea Stanton 
307-840-9791 
 
High School Program 
Kathy Slaughter 
512-228-2288 
 

REC SITES AND SITE MANAGERS 

 

 

Please follow us on Facebook 

and Instagram 


