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REC Community News       Summer 2020 

From our Executive Director 

Dear Friends of REC, 

We’ve all faced challenges the last several 

months and REC, of course, is no exception.  I 

am SO proud of REC staff and their response 

to the challenges we have faced in fulfilling 

our mission. 

As our “REC in the Pandemic” article points 

out, not only did we have to re-think our 

tutoring and enrichment practices but we also 

found ourselves responding to the additional 

needs of REC families as their lives were 

upended. 

Grand Valley community support has been, 

and still is, overwhelming.  Everyone—from 

our private donors, to local businesses, to our 

many partner organizations—has played a 

part in helping us continue to impact the lives 

of underserved kids and their families. 

Now we are at the point of imagining what 

the 2020-21 school year will look like.  How 

and where will we reach our students?  What 

types of enrichment activities will we be able 

provide?  What sort of funding will we need 

and where will it come from? 

As always, we appreciate the support all of 

you, our REC Family, give us.  Your belief in 

what we do gives us the strength to continue 

on. 

Stay strong and stay healthy! 

 

With appreciation, 

Joy Hudak                                                           

Executive Director 

REC in the Pandemic 

Change is a fact of life.  As Charles Darwin 

said, “It is not the strongest or the most 

intelligent who survive but those who can 

best manage change.”  REC staff were put to 

the test in March when COVID-19 forced us 

all to reexamine how we go about our daily 

routines, adapting to change. 

Our first priority was coming up with how to 

transition to online tutoring and enrichment.  It quickly became apparent 

as Site Managers contacted REC families that this would be more 

complicated than simply coordinating time online with staff and students. 

So many questions arose:  How to get materials to the kids?  How to 

connect with families who have no internet at home?  If they had internet, 

were multiple siblings having to share a computer or were they able to get 

Chrome books from School District 51?  If they were using a cell phone as a 

hot spot, did they have enough data available? Was there an adult at home 

to help younger kids connect?  Which families were food insecure?  Who 

was struggling with rent?  How could we connect families to community 

resources to help them navigate their challenges—both physical and 

emotional? 

REC Site Managers and Staff did a fantastic 

job of connecting with more than half of REC 

students.  We were still tutoring over 249 

kids!  Not only were REC Staff thinking 

outside the box to create engaging lessons 

for their students, but they were also 

delivering weekly food boxes to over 130 

families while providing tutoring and 

enrichment materials to all of their students.   

The most important aspect of staying connected with our students was the 

ability to provide social and 

emotional support to kids who 

had lost their social network. 

The joy of seeing their students’ 

smiling faces, even over a laptop 

screen, became the highlight of 

the day for REC staff! 
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Congratulations and Good Luck REC Graduates! 
The Class of 2020 included 12 students affiliated with REC programming! 

In May, twelve students affiliated with REC graduated from high school. 
Congratulations to Ariel Archuleta, Jakob Cain, Lizbeth Coria, Jose Cuen, Kamdynn 
Hager, Joy Kiggins, Areli Martinez, Ivette Morales, Isela Ramirez, Dylan Richmond, Isiah 
Sanchez, and Makayla Spencer.  Areli Martinez and Isela Ramirez will be attending 
Colorado Mesa University and Kamdynn Hager will be attending Western Colorado 
Community College beginning in August. 

This group of seniors was the first to benefit from organized college and career 
readiness services through REC's new Post-Secondary Planning program.  Part-time REC staff and volunteers met with high school 
seniors throughout the school year to help with college applications, financial aid forms, scholarships, and more. For students 
who are not planning to go to college, staff assisted with career options and finding resources to plan their futures.  

This upcoming year, Post-Secondary Planning will be extending to REC's new site at Central High School. A critical component of 
the post-secondary effort is building relationships with high school and college counselors, and the business community, and 
connecting students to mentorship and internship opportunities.  A highlight of high school programming was bringing in weekly 
speakers to talk about their jobs and careers, how they achieved their goals, and the education and training necessary for work in 
specific fields. Guests included home builders, law enforcement, and medical professionals, among others. 

REC post-secondary staff looks forward to expanding the post-secondary planning effort and has spent the summer creating a 
library of college preparation videos in Spanish and English, available on the REC YouTube Channel.   Check out these videos and 
more on YouTube.com under Riverside Educational Center. 

   How to Grow Strong Kids 
Feelings and emotions come into play in everything we do, ultimately determining how we navigate the 
challenges we face in life.  Though our focus at REC has always been on academics, we’ve learned to 
incorporate social and emotional learning—or SEL, as we call it—into our programming as a tool in helping 
our kids be successful students. 

SEL can be something as basic as helping younger students identify their own emotions and helping them 
learn to recognize what others around them might be feeling.  Practicing mindfulness with all of our REC 
students allows them to take a minute to be self-aware and then move on to manage those emotions and 
react appropriately to the emotions of others. 

Many of our students are vulnerable to issues both at home and at 
school.  Whether it’s typical family issues like sibling rivalries that 
arise or deeper challenges like facing hunger in a food insecure household, being homeless, 
or having a parent in jail, our goal is to help our youth become resilient through strong 
coping skills. 

SEL at REC includes group discussions, self-reflection, team challenges and outdoor 
activities that build self-confidence.  COVID-19 restrictions have delayed some of our SEL 
programming, but we recently began small group sessions and are looking forward to 
working with all of our students as the school year begins. 

What’s Happening at REC 

         
“Education is the most powerful weapon which 

you can use to change the world.”    

    Nelson Mandela 
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Meet Greg Bolotin 

We would like to welcome Greg Bolotin to REC’s Programming staff as our High School/Post Secondary Coordinator.  Greg will be 

coordinating the efforts of REC High School tutoring and enrichment staff, along with overseeing Post Secondary Services and 

directing REC’s Youth Leaders. 

Greg has the unique background of coming to the United States as a Ukrainian refugee with his family as a small child.  He grew 

up in a single-parent household where English was not the primary language.  These circumstances give him a unique perspective 

on the challenges some of our students face.  Living in two different cultural worlds without a strong support system in place can 

pose serious challenges to a young man’s success.    

Fortunately, Greg’s love of the outdoors helped lead him forward.  He attended CSU as a Daniels Scholar where he earned his 

Bachelors degree in Natural Resources Management and Environmental Sciences with a Minor in Russian.  After graduation, Greg 

and his wife moved to Fruita.  Greg was hired by the Western Colorado Conservation Corps where he found himself supervising  

Partners of Mesa County’s restitution crew.  Here is where he found that he had a knack for connecting with troubled youth.  

That discovery led him to explore opportunities in School District 51 where, of course, he found the Riverside Educational Center.   

REC is excited to have Greg join our team of leaders.  Greg knows our first priority is always academic 

success, but recognizes it is not unusual for our graduates to struggle with the transition from High 

School to their future, be it moving on to college, trade school or a job.  Greg is looking forward to 

helping our students discover their passions just as he discovered his. 

“Education is the kindling of a flame, 
not the filling of a vessel.”  
       

      Socrates 

People of  REC 

REC and the 2020-21 School Year 

School District 51 has announced in-person learning for all grades and has approved the 

continuation of after-school programs in their school buildings.  That decision signaled the go-

ahead for REC to plan in-person programming at all of our sites.  We’re excited to say we 

currently have funding to operate at 10 sites this year—Dual Immersion Academy, Rocky 

Mountain Elementary, Dos Rios Elementary, Fruitvale Elementary, Orchard Mesa Middle, 

Bookcliff Middle, Grand Mesa Middle, Mount Garfield Middle, Grand Junction High and our 

new addition, Central High School. 

It is generally recognized that children learn best in-person, plus they gain so much more than 

academic learning in a school setting.  Besides the social and emotional support they get at school 

and at REC, students and their families also have access to healthy food, mental health, and other 

services that are difficult to provide online. 

REC will be following the health and safety guidelines put in place by School District 51 and 

recommended by Mesa County Public Health.  In the event that COVID-19 infections become a 

problem and schools shut down, though, REC is fully prepared to shift to an online learning model 

again. 

Our students’ well-being is always our first priority and we’re beyond excited to see their smiling 

faces in person again! 
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Andy Smith - President 

Sue Gormley -  Vice 
President 

Bill Raimer - Treasurer 

Kristine Kampf -Secretary 

Sally Gaglione 

Angela Hegstrom 

Kyle Hunke 

Louise Goodman 

Dennis Berry 

Brian Hill 

Gordon Gallagher 

Kelly Reuss 

Diana Williams 

Steve Bennet 

Alicia Ramirez 

Estrella Ruiz 

Board of Directors 

To learn more, to volunteer, or to 
donate contact us at:  

 

Riverside Educational Center  
PO Box 4367 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 
(970) 462-2901    

 

Please visit our website at 

www.REC4kids.com   

 

Please join us! 

11th Annual Taste of Riverside            

It looks a little different this year but we hate to see you miss out on the opportunity to 
enjoy delicious traditional Mexican food while helping us impact at-risk youth in the 
Grand Valley. 

This year, REC’s premier fundraising event includes authentic tamales, salsa, 
biscochitos and tequila minis delivered in a reusable bag for each sponsorship level.  
You can keep them all for yourself or share them with guests at your own small 
gathering. 

As an added incentive, once we raise $50,000, an anonymous donor will match 
additional donations up to a total of $25,000. If we meet this match, our $100,000 goal 
will be met!  

Now, more than ever, our services are helping underserved students face academic, 
social, and emotional challenges.  Now, more than ever, we are relying on the generous 
support of our donors.  Please go to our website www.REC4Kids.com/Fundraising Events  
or contact Angela Hegstrom at (970) 314-3888 for information on sponsorship levels or 
other ways to donate. 

Thank you for helping us help kids who need it most! 


