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From the Executive Director 

 

Wow!  What a year this has been for Riverside Educational Center! 

REC experienced unprecedented growth in the 2018-19 school year.  In June of 2018, we were awarded, in 

partnership with School  District #51, a 21st Century Community Learning Center federal grant allowing us 

to open new sites.  This grant had us facing the prospect of expanding REC programming from three existing 

sites—one elementary, one middle school and one high school —to a total of seven sites throughout the 

School District! 

A lot of pieces had to be put in place by mid-August.  REC needed to hire staff, identify tutoring spaces with 

SD #51, create a transportation system for students, adjust REC programming to fit grant guidelines, coordinate enrichment schedules 

and, most importantly, connect with new students and their families in their communities. 

We were able to put it all together through the hard work of our amazing staff and the support of our Board of Directors.  In January, we 

continued with the momentum and added two more programming sites! 

That is not to say we did not have our struggles.  It was a tough year with many lessons learned along the way.  But we feel confident REC 

is poised for future success.  We have our structure in place to meet the needs of REC students and families and we are prepared to meet 

our funders’ expectations to positively impact youth in the Grand Valley who need our help. 

REC has also grown in ways beyond the numbers of students we serve.  REC has developed more active programming to complement the 

academic support we already provide.  We have also put a team in place to support our High School students in their pursuit of post-

graduation possibilities whether they are going to college, pursuing technical training or simply need help applying for jobs. 

In addition to strengthening the programming we have in place, REC continues to search for more opportunities to expand our impact on 

at-risk youth in the Grand Valley.  We are always searching for additional funding opportunities.  We continue to actively develop 

relationships with more community partners and to explore ways to access a broader variety of community resources. 

None of what we achieved in 2018-19 was possible without the support of the Grand Junction community.  REC donors and supporters 

came together to help us raise over $100,000 at our 2018 Taste of Riverside fundraiser.  Our partners and collaborators offered their 

support and expertise to help us create and maintain quality programming and School District #51 acted as an amazing partner throughout 

REC’s navigation of the expansion process. 

As Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”  We are so grateful for all who care about REC and our 

mission to impact the kids in the Grand Valley who need it most.  The REC community of staff, volunteers, students and their families 

thanks you and we all look forward to the possibilities that lie ahead! 

With Gratitude, 
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Executive Director 
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REC At A Glance 
 

Our Mission 

The Riverside Educational Center (REC) provides structured 

tutoring and diverse extracurricular activities in the after-school 

hours for academically and financially qualifying K-12th grade 

students in order to improve academic achievement and foster 

positive social and emotional development in a safe and 

supportive environment.

 98% 
of REC parents feel their child 

has shown emotional and social 

growth since attending REC. 

 100% 
of REC students qualify for our 

programming with risk factors such 

as low-income, single-parent, or  

minority. 

 422 
students were active in REC 

programming by the end of the 

2018-19 school year. 

High School senior and REC Youth Leader, Rosa, loves tutoring REC’s Elementary students at our Dos Rios Elementary School site.  

Tutoring gives her an opportunity to earn money for college while being a great role model for the younger kids at REC. 

 9 
Program Sites 



Elementary School Program 

 

What We Do 

• REC provides structured tutoring in the Fall and Spring 

semesters for K to 5th grade students. 

• REC staff and trained volunteer tutors follow lesson plans 

that are individualized for each student. 

• Lesson plans focus on homework, reading, writing and math. 

School District #51 data is followed to ensure that each 

student is working at their identified level.

 180 
Elementary students 

participated in REC 

programming. 

 83% 
of REC Elementary students 

showed growth in reading. 

 

“I like REC because it’s fun, 

they give us snacks and it 

helps my grades.” 

 

REC Elementary Student 

 

4 Tutoring Sites: 

Dual Immersion Academy 

Rocky Mountain Elementary 

Dos Rios Elementary 

Fruitvale Elementary 

 



 

Middle School Program 

Learning comes in many forms for REC Middle School kids.  A trip to the Palisade Insectary 

brought some new experiences for these Bookcliff Middle School students and taught them 

about the benefits different insects provide to our area. 

 197 
Middle School students participated 

in REC programming. 

What We Do 

• REC provides homework support and skill building for 6th-8th 

grade students. 

• Enrichment activities broaden our students’ worlds and boost 

their self confidence. 

• Students’ grades are tracked through SD #51 Schoology 

which allows tutors to focus on areas where the student 

needs the most help. 

Service learning opportunities give students a chance to 

connect with the community.

 

 97% 
of REC Middle School students plan  

to graduate from High School. 

 

4 Tutoring Sites: 

Grand Mesa Middle School 

Orchard Mesa Middle School 

Mt. Garfield Middle School 

Bookcliff Middle School 

 

“I am grateful to be 

part of REC.  I was 

able to witness 

measurable 

improvement in the  

students I helped  

and it was truly 

rewarding to see them 

come out of their 

shell.” 

REC Middle School         

Staff Member 



 

High School Program 

 

 45 
High School students participated 

in REC programming. 

 

of REC High School students felt their 

grades were better because they 

came to REC. 

100% 

What We Do 

• Specialty content tutors assist students with homework and 

skills within specific academic areas. 

• Staff uses SD #51 ParentVue to track individual student 

progress and to help promote goal setting. 

Students are assisted with post-secondary planning, resume’ 

building and participate in service-learning projects.

Relaxing with friends is not only a reward for getting work done at REC's High 

School program, but it's valuable time to be part of a supportive community. We 

love seeing our kids' cares melt away when they're with us! 

 10 
REC students graduated from 

High School this year. 

7 went on to college.   



 On-Site Enrichment 

 

What We Do 

• Extra-curricular activities for K-8th grade students provided by 

enrichment instructors and community partners. 

Activities focus on Art, Music and STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math) and physical activities such as yoga, 

dance and wrestling.

REC students share their art and talents with their families at 

community events.

 

REC’s robotics team, Team Air, designed, built and programmed this robot 

to qualify for statewide competition. 

Thank you Xcel Energy for sponsoring Team Air! 

REC Elementary School Student 

The enrichment classes I 

liked best are yoga and 

knitting because it is fun 

and it teaches me new 

stuff while I get to hang 

out with my friends. Thank you to these 

sponsors for 

supporting REC 

enrichment 

programming! 



What We Do 

• K-8th grade students engage in a variety of off-site activities 

provided by REC staff and our community partners.  

• Programming focuses on developing our students holistically 

through engagement in the Grand Valley community and 

outdoor activities. 

Off-Site Programming 

 

REC Middle School students took a Spring Break trip to 

explore Arches National Park. 

REC students planted and harvested vegetables at the 

Community Alliance for Education and Hunger Relief gardens. 
REC Middle School students helped socialize cats at Roice-Hurst 

Humane Society. 



Summer Program 

 

What We Do 

• Academics, enrichment and field trips are provided for three 

weeks during Summer Break. 

• Programming is supported by REC staff and our community 

partners. 

Similar to our school-year off-site programming, activities 

are focused on developing our students holistically through 

engagement in the Grand Valley community and outdoor 

activities.

REC Middle School students learned how to stand-up 

paddle on their Highline Lake State Park camping trip with  

EUREKA! McConnell Science Museum. 

Rivers Edge West introduced REC  students to the Tamarisk Beetle.  

Students helped with beetle counts along the Colorado River. 

Up close and personal with a python at EUREKA! 

McConnell Science Museum. 



 

Volunteers 

What We Do 

• REC volunteers come from all areas of the Grand 

Valley to give a little of their time, 90 minutes per 

week, to tutor our students. 

Volunteers read with students, help them with 

homework and assist REC staff with students who 

may need extra attention.

 

It’s an easy way to 

impact kids who need 

support.  Just listening 

and sharing makes such 

a big difference. 

REC Volunteer 

 

Volunteering at REC is 

the high point of my 

week.  It’s amazing to be 

part of a group that is so 

invested in helping 

students succeed! 

REC Volunteer 



 

What We Do 

• Former REC students and REC High School students are hired 

as tutors at REC Sites and as assistants for REC Summer 

Programming. 

• Youth Leaders help promote REC through outreach activities 

within the Grand Junction community. 

Youth leaders strengthen the REC community by building 

relationships with, and setting a good example, for younger 

REC students.

What We Do 

Middle and High School students learn about giving back to 

their community by engaging in a variety of service 

activities. 

Students participate in activities such as community clean-

up, animal services, food bank support and many more.

 

Service Learning 

Youth Leaders 

Rosa, Edgar and Deja promoted REC on KAFM Community 

Radio in an effort to get more students, volunteers and staff 

involved in REC programming. 

Nelly, a former REC student herself, works as a tutor at REC’s 

Rocky Mountain Elementary site. 

REC High School students helped  Colorado West Land Trust thin pine trees on a conserved 

property.  The tress were then distributed to REC  families to use as Christmas Trees. 



Community Partners 

 

 

REC’s partners in the RIO Coalition contribute high-quality and 

engaging programming for all of our students.  Our kids gain self-

confidence, build relationships and learn the value of community 

through the activities our partners provide . 

 

Colorado West Land Trust 
 Youth Coalition, Christmas tree cutting and distribution, Hiking 

EUREKA McConnell Science Museum 

On-site Science enrichment, Camping and paddle boarding at    

Highline Lake, Science and Math Museum visits 

 Colorado Canyons Association 
   Youth Leader training, Raft trips, Ropes courses 

    Grand Junction Parks and Recreation 
      Swim Lessons 

      Community Alliance for Education and  

      Hunger Relief (The Farm) 
       Community Gardening techniques and Farmer’s Market 

 for REC families 

       Museum of the West 

 Fossil hikes, Grand Valley history, Dinosaur Museum 

 Rivers Edge West 
   Tamarisk Beetle and river conservation education 

The RIO Coalition 

Recreation Inspired by the Outdoors 

 
 

• Partners with REC for 21st Century 

Grant funding 

• Provides no-cost tutoring space at 9 

schools 

• Provides no-cost office space for REC 

Administration. 

• Provides work-study students and 

volunteers to work with programming.  

• REC accesses CMU Outdoor 

Programming for outdoor equipment. 

• Provides significant program funding 

• Helps provide intervention and 

prevention services for REC’s 

marginalized families. 



 

Impact  
9 Locations  
4 Elementary School 

4 Middle School 

1 High School 

 

 

In collaboration with School  District 51, REC receives funding for 5 sites 

as 21st Century Learning Centers, impacting 250 students. 



Financials 

 

Total Expenses 

$1,332,558 

Chloe was reading at a low 

Kindergarten level in the 3rd 

Grade.  The extra time she spent 

with us in REC helped boost her 

reading confidence.  Her 

teacher stopped me in the 

hallway and thanked us for 

coming to her school.  Chloe’s 

parents also said they have seen 

a change in Chloe’s willingness 

to read on her own without 

being prompted.  While Chloe 

still falls a little short, she now 

feels motivated to practice and 

engage in reading a book 

without fear. 

Alex Fuentes  

Fruitvale Elementary Site Manager 

Income Total 

$1,315,753 



Thank You to all our Donors! 
Donors $5000 and above 

Individual 

WCCF/Mary Beth and Bernie Buescher Charitable Giving Fund 

Jen Christ 

Lee & Sally Gaglione 

Mesa County Public Health 

US Bank 

WCCF/Dave and Mary Wood Fund 

 

Grants and Business Partners 

A.V. Hunter Trust 

Anschutz Family Foundation 

Chevron 

The Colorado Trust Board Designated Funds 

Goodwin Foundation 

Grand Junction Lions Club 

JG Management Systems 

Junior Service League of Grand Junction 

Mesa County Department of Human Services 

St. Mary’s Hospital 

School District #51 

Timberline Bank 

Tony Grampsas Youth Services 

United Way of Mesa County 

Western Colorado Community Foundation 

Xcel Energy 

 

Donors $1000 -$4999 

Individual 

Arch and Bonnie Archuleta 

Nina & Rod Christ 

Roy & Susan Erb 

Robin and Steve Heil 

Penny and John Hopkins 

Greg & Kristine Kampf 

Jon Labrum 

Ken Leis 

WCCF/McCary Family Fund 

Anne Nederveld 

Terri Osterburg 

Fred & Shirley Powell 

Dana & Brent Prosser 

Mary Spirio 

Karen and Lynn Wegener 

 

Grants and Business Partners 

Alpine Bank 

Bank of the San Juans 

Bechtel, Santo & Severn 

The Bennett Family Charitable Fund 

Merrill Lynch 

Community Hospital 

Daniels Fund 

Dental Associates of Grand Junction 

Diagnostic Radiologists Assoc. of Community Hospital 

Family Health West 

Grand Junction Commission on Arts and Culture 

Grand Junction Rotary Club 

Hilltop 

Horizon Sunrise Rotary Club 

Hoskin, Farina & Kampf 

Junior Service League 

The Kimbrough Team 

Networks Unlimited 

The Madsen Group @ Merrill Lynch 

Oakley, Wanebo, Love, Mendenhall, Keller Wealth Mgmt. 

ProVelocity 

Shaw Construction 

Shear, Inc. 

US Bank 

Walmart - North Ave. 

Walmart - Rimrock Drive 

Wells Fargo Foundation 

Henry L. Willett Foundation 

Wilson Family Foundation 

 

Donors $500 - $999 

Individual 

Laura Bush 

WCCF/Bob and Kate Denning Fund 

Dickerson & Keating Family 

Jerome Gonzales 

Louise & Tony Goodman 

Sue & John Gormley 

Kathy Hall 

Megan & Joseph Harawi 

Angela & Todd Hegstrom 

Fred Jones 

Terry & Ruth Leever 

Connie & Darin Mack 

Gary & Jan Miller 

Crystal & Dave Murphy 

Karen O’Connor 

Bill & Margo Raimer 

Angelina Salazar 

Andrew & Katya Scott 

Mike & Jean Sewell 

Roger & Rita Shenkel 

Brigitte Sündermann 

Bob & Sarah Walsh 

Nicholas & Megan Westfall 

 

Grants and Business Partners 

Alta Home Builders 

Ariel Clinical Services 

Bank of Colorado 

Caerus Oil & Gas 

Colorado Mesa University 

Daniels Law Group, LLC 

Enstrom Toffee & Confectionary 

FCI Constructors, Inc. 

Fruita Rotary Club 

Grand Junction Daily Sentinel 

High Country Beverage 

Humphrey RV 

JP Dental & Implant Center 

Laramie Energy 

Primary Care Partners 

Reynolds Polymer Technology, Inc. 

Timberwolf Welding, Inc. 



Thank You to all our Donors! 
 

 Donors $100 - $499 

Individual 

Anonymous 

Joseph Aieta 

Scott Aker 

James & Susan Anker 

Jennifer & Jake Aubert 

Connie M. Badini 

Mr. & Mrs. Tilman Bishop 

Anthony & Monica Bullard 

Kimberlee Castleton 

Kelianne & Judd Chamberlain 

Danielle Cooper 

Eugene & Angela Crafton 

Randall Cupp & Anthony Angelo 

Amy Davis 

Kate Denning 

Zach Eyler 

Bill & Jane Findlay 

Randy & Natalie Gehl 

Eric Gerson 

Greg Gorman 

Catherine Green 

George & Joanne Gromke 

Kurt & Carla Haas 

Suzie & Jim Hammond 

Will Hays & Shawn Carstensen 

Jill Herbert 

Brianna Hofer 

Kevin Hoskin 

John & Chris Hostetter 

Steve & JoJo Hubbard 

Richard & Abby Kaul 

Glenn & Judith Kimbrough 

Doug & Kathy King 

Peggy & Tony Link 

Harmon & Virginia Lisnow 

James & Susan Maclean 

Jay & Rebecca Mashburn 

Jason Mildenberger 

Mark Mountford 

Paul Padyk & Lucy Graham 

Wanda Wray Putnam 

Joe Ramey 

Kelly Reuss 

Carol Roach 

Michell & Charlie Roach 

Charles & Cheryl Roy 

Kari Sewell 

Diana & Mike Sirko 

Joe & Linda Skinner 

Andy Smith 

Randy & Christine Stouder 

Gregory & Kathryn Tarman 

Jen Taylor 

John Turner 

Joe Vaccarelli 

Tim & Jill Waugh 

Sven & Sarah Wedekin 

Jane S. White 

Justin & Elvi Whiteford 

Traci L. Wieland 

Shannon Wytulka 

 

Grants and Business Partners 

Hansen & Associates Realty 

  

 Donors $1 - $99 

Bennett Boeschenstein & Elizabeth Rowan 

Blair & Elizabeth Erb 

Lizette Etcheverry 

Eusebia Garza 

Jeff Gonzales 

William & Jill Hilty 

Brant & Mary Lou Layton 

Jamie & Kristen Lummis 

Amber Maurer 

Bronwyn A. Smith 

Craig Stagg 

Superior S Alarm, Inc. 

Vance & Rebecca Wagner 

Bob & Sarah Walsh 

Melinda & Michael Welling 

Thomas & Romaine Woomer 

 

  In-Kind 

Melanie Beck 

Boots and Lace Live Auction Services 

High Country Beverage 

Redlands Liquor 

School District 51 

Soronen, Donley & Patterson CPA’s 

Laura & Jason Wilbur 

 

Please excuse any misspellings or omissions. 

Feel free to contact us with updates. 



REC = Friends, Family, Community 

 

 

The reasons I enjoy coming 

to REC is it provides good 

food, helps with homework 

for when I don't 

understand it and I like 

the fun activities we do. 

REC Middle School Student 

I value the time you take to 

help my child and others 

achieve success in their school 

work.  Also the enrichment 

activities and field trips help 

build bonds among the 

students and staff at REC. 

REC Parent 

 
My daughter has struggled 

with her social skills and 

REC has helped open her up!  

Thank you!! 

REC Parent 





 

  

552 West Main Street 

PO Box 4367 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

 

CONTACT US 

To learn more, request a site visit, or make a 

contribution, contact us at: 

Riverside Educational Center 

552 West Main Street 

PO Box 4367 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

(970) 462-2901 

 

Joy Hudak, Executive Director 

(970) 589-5039 

Joy@REC4kids.com 

 

Leslie Eslava, Program Director 

(970) 639-1759 

Leslie @ REC4kids.com 

 

 

Please visit our website at: 

www.REC4kids.com 

PROGRAMMING SITES 

Dual Immersion Academy 
552 West Main St. 
Grand Junction, CO  81502 
 
Dos Rios Elementary School 
265 Linden Ave. 
Grand Junction, CO  81503 
 
Fruitvale Elementary School 
585 30 Road 
Grand Junction, CO  81504 
 
Rocky Mountain Elementary 
School 
3260 D 1/2 Road 
Clifton, CO 81520 
 
Bookcliff Middle School 
2935 Orchard Ave. 
Grand Junction, CO  81504 

 
Grand Mesa Middle School 
585 31 1/2 Road 
Grand Junction, CO  81504 
 
Mount Garfield Middle School 
3475 Front St. 
Clifton, CO  81520 
 
Orchard Mesa Middle School 
2736 C Road 
Grand Junction, CO  81503 
 
Grand Junction High School 
1400 N. 5th St. 
Grand Junction, CO  81501 

 

 


